
programmeBlue Flag

Workshop on the
evaluation of the
Bathing Water
Directive
(2006/7/EC)



To date, 4 831 awarded sites across 50 countries, 

among them, 4 045 awarded beaches.

What is Blue Flag?

• Voluntary award

• Framework for sustainability in the public & 
private sector

• Third-party verification for excellence in 
sustainability practice

 Annual award-renewal



• Long-lasting 
cooperation 
with the EU 
and the 
European 
Environment 
Agency

• Cooperation started in 1987

• Member of the Blue Flag International Jury, 

expertise in Bathing Water Quality 



Blue Flag Required Public Information
Several other criteria must be complied with on top of the ones below to qualify for the Blue Flag award

Other required criteria apply, such as lifesaving information, environmental management plan, accessibility.

Criterion 1. Information about the Blue Flag Programme must be displayed.

Criterion 2. Environmental education activities must be offered and promoted to beach users. 

Criterion 3. Information about bathing water quality must be displayed.

Criterion 4. Information relating to local eco-systems, environmental elements and cultural sites must be displayed.

Criterion 5. A map of the beach indicating different facilities must be displayed. 

Criterion 6. A code of conduct that reflects appropriate laws and/or regulations governing the use of the beach and 
surrounding areas must be displayed.



Blue Flag

Required Public 
InformationBalsys lake beach, 

Vilnius City Municipality, Lithuania
Playa Grande Cachuaga, Zapallar,

Valparaiso, Chile



• Information 
about the 
programme



• Information 
about the 
Environmental 
education 
activities 
offered on-site



• Information 
relating to 
local eco-
systems, 
environmental 
elements and 
cultural sites



• Bathing 
Water Quality 
Information



• Map of the 
Blue Flag 
awarded area

and its legend



• Code of 
conduct



Blue Flag

Further Public Information



• Blue Flag 
International 
Website



• Blue Flag 
National 
Websites or 
Municipality 
website



Blue Flag

Internal processes

Information required for 
the application process

(not public information)



• Bathing 
Water Quality 
Information 
based on the 
EU Bathing 
Water 
Directive and 
annexes

Bathing Water Profile



• Bathing 
Water Quality 
Information 
based on the 
EU Bathing 
Water 
Directive and 
annexes

Monitoring Calendar



• Bathing 
Water Quality 
Information 
based on the 
EU Bathing 
Water 
Directive and 
annexes

• 20 samples per parameter over a four-season history with 
95th percentile calculation

• For applicant in EU Member states: Information about 
compliance with the EU Urban Wastewater Directive

• Information about the independent laboratory used, its 
certifications, methods, and processes

• Large-scale map

• And other information



Blue Flag

Internal processes

During the season



• Bathing 
Water Quality 
Follow-up 
information 
during the 
season

Public Information Season Monitoring via our National Operators

From: Ian Diamond 

Sent: 06 June 2021 21:15
To: Johann Durand <johann@fee.global>
Subject: Fwd: BF6602 Killiney

Hi Johann,

The Blue Flag at BF6602 Killiney has been withdrawn by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council due to an elevated 
level of bacteria detected in the most recent water quality sample. 

The site is being resampled and the flag will remain down until analysis of samples indicates the water has returned to 
an acceptable standard. 

A notice has been placed on site and posts by DLR Co Co on social media to inform the public. I have withdrawn the 
site on podio accordingly.

Kind Regards

Ian Diamond

From: Ian Diamond <idiamond@eeu.antaisce.org> 
Sent: 11 June 2021 10:49
To: Johann Durand <johann@fee.global>; Sophie Bachet <sophie@fee.global>
Subject: Re: BF6602 Killiney

Hi Johann,

Results for the follow up samples at Killiney came back yesterday and the notices advising against swimming were 
lifted at 7pm last night. The Blue Flag will be reinstated this morning when the lifeguards go on duty. I have updated 
site status on podio accordingly. 

Kind regards

Ian Diamond

Coastal Awards Manager

An Taisce

mailto:johann@fee.global


Blue Flag

Beyond the information

Education, Environmental 
management, Safety, 

services…



Selection of relevant criteria

Criterion 13. The local authority/beach operator must comply with all laws and/or regulations affecting 
the location and operation of the beach.

Criterion 14. Sensitive areas must be managed. 

Criterion 15. The beach must be clean.

Criterion 16. Algal vegetation or natural debris must be left on the beach.

Criterion 17. Waste disposal bins/containers must be available at the beach in adequate numbers, and 
they must be regularly maintained. 

Criterion 18. Facilities for the separation of recyclable waste materials must be available at the beach.

Criterion 19. An adequate number of toilet or restroom facilities must be provided. 

Criterion 20. The toilet or restroom facilities must be kept clean. 

Criterion 21. The toilet or restroom facilities must have controlled sewage disposal.

Criterion 22. There must be no unauthorized camping or driving and no dumping on the beach.

Criterion 24. All buildings and beach equipment must be properly maintained.

Criterion 25. Marine and freshwater sensitive habitats (such as coral reefs or seagrass beds) in the 
vicinity of the beach must be monitored.

Criterion 27. Appropriate public safety control measures must be implemented.

Criterion 29. Emergency plans to cope with pollution risks must be in place.

Criterion 30. There must be management of different users and uses of the beach so as to prevent 
conflicts and accidents.

Criterion 31. There must be safety measures in place to protect users of the beach, and free access 
must be granted to the public.

Criterion 33. At least one Blue Flag beach in each municipality must have access and facilities provided 
for the physically disabled.



Selection of relevant criteria



Selection of relevant criteria

• What’s next 
for Blue Flag?



Thank you!

Johann Durand

International Blue Flag Director

johann@fee.global

+45 6124 8086

www.blueflag.global

mailto:johann@fee.global

